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President’s Report March 2020
I hope that your U3A has enjoyed a smooth start to the
2020 year and that your membership numbers have
held steady or, better still, have increased. Reports
from some U3As are that their membership numbers
have risen substantially which is welcome news, especially as Network membership experienced its smallest
ever increase in 2019.
I hope that you enjoyed your Christmas break and that
you were able to have a relaxing holiday.
2020 promises an interesting agenda.

Peter Alcock Chair U3A Alliance Australia, Laurene
Mulcahy,President U3A Network NSW, Susan
Webster, President U3A Network Victoria and
Gail Bonser President U3A Network QLD with
Francois Vellas in Toowoomba

The first of the significant events on that agenda
concerns the U3A Globally seminar in Toowoomba at
which Professor Francois Vellas, President of the
Association of International Universities of the Third
Age (AIUTA) was a delegate. Peter Alcock, Chairman
of the U3AAA, the Presidents of U3A Networks Victoria and New South Wales and
representatives of Queensland U3As and the Network Management Committee were also in
attendance. A report of the seminar is included in this edition.

On 2 and 3 June the U3A Network Queensland State Conference will be held at Redlands.
Registrations are open and there has been a heartening early response. The conference
committee, headed by Julie Porteous, has put together a terrific program with a mix of interest,
education, entertainment, and information exchange. The conference has been organised in line
with principles of sustainability. I strongly encourage you to register for the conference at
www.u3aqldconference.org
At the conference, there will be news of the outcomes of a review of the Incorporated
Associations Act Queensland. It is possible that the review will result in changed requirements
for U3As. At the State Presidents Council held on the second morning of the conference,
governance consultant Leisa Donlan will cover the changes and their implications. The Network
Management Committee will provide templates to assist U3As make changes to meet new
legislative requirements.
The Presidents Council agenda will also include reporting assistance for treasurers and a
session on protecting the health and safety of members.
Have you had a look at the new Network website? It is bright, fresh and easy to navigate. It also
includes very valuable information and resources. If you are a committee member you will find
the Governance Handbook an invaluable resource. There are also lots of other useful resources
and some articles of interest.
Recently the Network Management Committee held its quarterly meeting at which projects for
2020 were discussed and allowed for in the budget. One proposal is for a survey designed to
collect some much needed data that could be used by individual U3As when preparing grant
applications and proposals. Aggregated, the data could be used by the Network in the
preparation of proposals to government.

Plans were made to follow up interest in establishment of new U3As and were incorporated into
the budget for 2020. Where there isn’t a neighbouring U3A to help foster the development of a
U3A, reliance falls on community members and we realise that if they are to be successful they
need support.
Another project discussed was the potential for the Network to run a writing competition for all
members of U3A in Queensland. Details need to be worked through yet but it’s a pretty exciting
idea and one that could help promotion of the U3A movement.
You may know that the U3A Network has a Memorandum of Understanding with COTAQ and
also one with the Local Government Association Queensland. Vice President Wendy Sanders
and I recently met with Mark Tucker Evans and Dr Andrea Petriwskyj to discuss an Action Plan
to support the MOU with COTAQ. The meeting was mutually beneficial. COTAQ has undertaken
as part of the action plan to publish articles about U3A in their newsletter. Look out for an article
about The Benefits of Belonging to a U3A in the March edition.
The MOU with the Local Government Association is due for renewal in 2020 and discussions on
the content of the next iteration have begun. The discussion will be put on hold until after the
Local Government Elections in late March.
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the conference and/or at the preconference trip to Stradbroke Island on 1 June.
At the conference, we will be bidding a sad farewell to Maria Licence who has been treasurer of
the Network for the past 5 years. Prior to that Maria was treasurer at U3A Brisbane. Many of you
will have had contact with Maria about insurance or copyright matters. Maria has certainly earned
her retirement and we wish her well.

Gail Bonser
President
*********************************************

It’s Not all Hard Work!!!
Maria, the U3A Network Treasurer and Alison, the
U3A Network Secretary enjoying the culinary
delights of Highfields following the U3A Globally
Seminar in Toowoomba.

Looks like fun and the food looks delicious!!!

2020 Conference
Only 11 weeks to go – Are you registered yet?
Have you seen what is on offer when you attend the 10th
Annual U3A Network QLD Conference which is being hosted by
U3A Redlands District this year in June?
Come and join us for a pre conference day tour of magical
Stradbroke Island on Monday 1 June – cost $50 inclusive – seats are limited to 48 and they
are booking fast!
Spend the evening of Monday 1 June around Raby Bay Harbour at Noci Italian Restaurant
for a Welcome Meet & Greet for everyone to renew old friendships and make some new
ones with U3A members from around Queensland. This one is free to conference
attendees.
Then Tuesday 2 June be ready for a warm welcome from U3A Redlands, U3A Network
Queensland and the Quandamooka Yulu Burri Ba Dancers at the Redland Performing Arts
Centre in Cleveland. The keynote guest speaker is world renowned Professor Ian Frazer AC
FRS – this is not to be missed! There are speakers and workshops on waste & recycling,
keeping your body and mind healthy, data storage, as well as native bees, Qigong (Tai Chi) ,
U3A matters for Presidents and much more.
Of course, there is also a celebration conference dinner on the evening of Tuesday 2 June.
3 courses, wine & beer and the beautiful flamenco music of Camaron de la Vega for the
inclusive price of $50.
The Redland Coast is a lovely place to visit and we look forward to welcoming you and
some of your U3A members for a few days of fun, friendship and learning. Please visit us
and see our website - www.u3aqldconference.org
Julie Porteous
Chair – U3A Network Qld Conference Committee &
Lifetime Member of U3A Redlands District Inc.

U3A IS a Business ??!!
U3A Brisbane plans for future growth
Back in 2012 U3A Brisbane was fortunate in being able to purchase an inner-city venue for classrooms
and administration. This acquisition of 97 Creek Street was a first for any U3A in the world and we believe
the same still applies today. Sure, a number of U3As have been able to purchase property with
Government grants or have been left a building in a bequest but U3A Brisbane have been unique in that
the building it acquired in the Brisbane CBD was fully funded by its own members who then became the
mortgagees of the property through a Noteholders Association.
Now, nearly eight years down the track, the debt remaining to the Noteholders has been repaid in full
two years earlier than expected. This course of action was decided by the current Management
Committee mainly because the agreed interest being paid to the Noteholders at the outset of the loan
was far in excess of current market rates so the debt had to be repaid to better utilise the money that
would normally be paid the noteholders as interest. This outcome was achieved by using accumulated
funds and a commercial loan from the community sector of the Bendigo Bank who fund not for profits
such as U3A. As the commercial loan is at a much lower interest rate, it is anticipated this will be repaid in
about 18 months, at which time, the property at 97 Creek Street will become an unencumbered asset of
U3A Brisbane.
The repayment to the Noteholders was finalised on the 2 nd December 2019 and I believe this to be a win,
win for all concerned. The Noteholders have had the benefit of well above market interest rates now for
quite a few years and U3A Brisbane can now build up reserves at a much faster rate due the interest
savings. This will help to better service the accommodation requirements that will be necessary from the
expected membership growth that will flow from the now retiring “Baby Boomer” generation. This
initiative will also ensure that Brisbane maintains a presence in the CBD and not be forced out due to
excessive rental demands.
The future looks bright for U3A Brisbane and the Noteholders Association must be congratulated for their
vision and belief in the future of U3A back in 2012, especially the then President Ray Bricknell, who was
the driving force behind this project.
Greg Doolan
President, U3A Brisbane
U3A Network Queensland Publicity

PROFESSOR FRANCOIS VELLAS PRESIDENT OF AIUTA VISITS TOOWOOMBA

The Toowoomba U3A
members at the seminar.

Peter Alcock Chair U3A Alliance Australia, Laurene
Mulcahy, President U3A Network NSW, Susan
Webster, President U3A Network Victoria and Gail
Bonser, President U3A Network QLD with Francois
Vellas

Francois and Rhonda
planning the visit.

Cobb and Co Museum

Francois Vellas and Rhonda Weston outside U3A
Toowoomba Offices.

Francois with David Iliffe ABC Radio and Rhonda Weston

U3A Globally Seminar
This seminar was a very stimulating way to spend a day and, for members of the
U3A groups present to develop an understanding of U3A in the global sense.
Professor Francois Vellas from Toulouse U3A is the President of AIUTA
(Association of International Universities of the Third Age) spoke of the origins
of U3A in Toulouse and outlined the different ways U3A operates in each
continent.

Alison Taylor, Rhonda
Weston and Greg Doolan
at the seminar

The model developed in Toulouse allowed older members of the community to attend university to study
academic and non-academic subjects. The emphasis was on learning for pleasure without the pressure of
exams.
There are currently 10 million members of U3A worldwide—including some African nations, the Middle
Eastern nations and of course, Europe and America.
The Chinese strategy is an interesting one. The government builds amazing buildings and allows only
former public officials to attend classes.
The aims of all U3As are the same: It is never too late to learn!! Or take up physical activity. U3A groups
throughout the world cooperate with universities and research institutes into the effects of ageing.
One of the goals of AIUTA is to develop U3A groups where there are none—similar to the Network
Queensland objective of establishing U3As in area where there are none.
What is the age group interested in U3A? Research has shown:
50%

60-70 age group



34%

71-80 age group



16%

over 80



One of the challenges for U3A globally and locally is to think about what activities can be provided for
members over 80.
One of the other interesting facts are the 74% are women and 26% men. What topics and/or activities is
your group providing that might attract more men??
Is Senior tourism an area that U3A groups could explore? The annual World Senior Tourism Congress
brings together all public and private sector stakeholders, associations, tourism firms and U3As. The aim
is to promote senior tourism worldwide by developing responsible and innovative products that allow
people to travel at each stage of their lives. Senior tourism is one of the most important tourism markets
globally. The Toowoomba U3A organised a study group to China last year. During the tour, personal
contact was made with U3A groups in China and members participated in music, dancing and TaiChi.
Has your U3A thought about a study group?
Tourism was the focus of the next sessions during the day. Gary Humphries presentation on passion
tourism was inspiring. Gary emphasised the need to have passion if we are trying to sell an idea or a region
to another person or group of people. For example, small group tour with a focus on bird watching is lead
by a fellow twitcher.
The same applies of we are trying to encourage new members to U3A!! Be passionate about the benefits
of U3A!!

The Piano Mill

Granite Belt U3A

“An Idea is just that, an idea, and will remain that unless the right conditions allow for it to germinate into
something more.” Bruce Wolfe

Thus began the dream of Bruce and Jocelyn Wolfe who embarked on a journey to rescue some of those
abandoned pianos in rural Australia and to build a home for 16 of the neglected pianos. The idea was to
have a relatively small area to house some the instruments. Bruce, an Architect, and Jocelyn, a
musicologist, began the journey to house 16 pianos and build a performance area to have recitals of
experimental music an irregular basis.
The Granite Belt U3A visited the Piano Mill to explore the environment and to listen to Bruce and
Jocelyn’s story of the development of the idea to rescue 16 of the unwanted pianos in rural Australia and
to create a space for
musicians to explore
and experiment with
the magic of music.

The inside of the Mill
The outside of the Piano Mill is made of
copper. The large vents allow the sound to be
modulated. The vents are operated with the
large levers on the outside of the Mill.

The Piano Mill is an award winning and unique
(it is the only building like it in the world)
architecturally designed group of buildings
situated in a remote area of the Granite Belt—
Wilson’s Downfall - about an hour’s drive from
Stanthorpe. The views are breath-taking as
they look out to the east over Boonoo Boonoo
National Park and the eastern escarpment of
the Great Dividing Range. The concerts are a
perfect way to spend a Saturday afternoon.

The Lagavulin “Concert “Hall stage with grand piano,
percussion instruments. Ideal for the experimental music
concerts preformed at The Mill.
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Objects of the U3A Network Queensland Inc


To be the Queensland peak body for autonomous U3A Groups, and to represent them at state,
national and international level.



To promote the U3A movement in Queensland and foster new U3A Groups in regions not yet
served.



To provide publicity for U3A at a state level, including the development of a U3A Network
Queensland website to which all individual member websites could be linked.



To enhance communication and information exchange between Member U3A Groups and as far as
practicable with other U3As in Australia and Internationally.



To act with others to improve the status and position of U3As in our community.



To exchange ideas and resources with other universities of the Third Age both in Australia and overseas.

U3A Network Management Committee Contact Details
President

Gail Bonser

0417 943 296 email: - president.u3aqld@gmail.com

Vice-President

Wendy Sanders

0417 606 739 email:- vp.u3aqld@gmail.com

Secretary

Alison Taylor

0431 579 870 email:- secretary.u3aqld@gmail.com

Treasurer

Maria Licence

0403 012 430 email:- treasurer.u3aqld@gmail.com

Publicity

Greg Doolan

0418 732 343 email:- publicity.u3aqld@gmail.com

Committee
Julie Barnes (Newsletter)
Julie Porteous (Redlands)
Marg Cook
(Dalby)

0417 074 520 email:- networknews2016@gmail.com
0412 198 722 email: jporteous35@gmail.com
0428 680 297 email: margcook78@gmail.com

